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nto page, does not read.

from the east. Later in the day, as she returns
so that the sun will come through the windows fic

The highway she travels crosses and recrosses
now northeast and now northwest under her. Aslon
of the van, she does not read but looks out the win

Soon the van pulls up in front of a shoy
with the dark hair immediately stands up an
at the other passengers and our the windows. )
heayily of face powder as they walk past her to sit in the b
is no longer alone, she begins to read,

The van is quiet, so she reads Warstward Ho, The fir:
said on. Somehow on. Till nohow on. Said nohow on.™
words.

“But soon after, she reads a sentence she likes :
Teturn.” After that, for a while, some sentences are p

The yan travels almost due south down the highway. $
way, the sunlight circling around behind all of them, to m
passengers. At each stop, the restless young y X
‘commanding way. The passengers who get onto th
p She reads on comfortably for some ‘miles, but
turns with it, east and then north of cast, the st

in turns briefly north, so that
n her eyes but flickering on the
g such already confusing words as



tion not in shadow, sun in face, does no read.t
Van turning, sun ahead, sun around and in o
shadow on page, van pointing south and moving,

“Now: the shade of a tree by a small gas station allows her to go on to read:
by way of somehow on somehow with sight to do.” While the driver makes
call, one woman leaves the van to try to find a working bathroom, fails, and
the van,

The van resumes going south and she reads with pleasure and some ¢
ing: “Now for to say as worst they may only they only they” And then with
pleasure: “With leastening words say least best worse. For want of worser
Unlessenable least best worse.” And then soon there is somethinga little differer
leastward on. So long as dim still. Dim undimmed. Or dimmed to dimmer
dimmost dim. Leastmost in dimmost dim. Utmost dim, Leastmost in utma
Unworsenable worst.”

The sun in another small gas station stops her from reading, heat and brig
coming in her window, what was the west window when the van was heading sou
probably must be considered the east window just at this moment. While the
makes another phone call, two women, now, leave the van to try to find a we
bathroom, fail, and return to the bus.

The van heads south again,

*Though she is several pages farther along, some of the words are the s
“Next fail see say how dim undimmed to worsen. How nohow save to dim
but a shade so as when after nohow somehow on to dimmer sill.”

Then there is somethin

Then a combination: “Longing that all go. Dim go.”
Soon after, with confusion, she reads: “Said is missaid. Whenever




van turning off” highway; sun behind
and onto page, does not read.”

Van turning last time back onto highway,
and in opposite window, shadow on page,

» Sun around and in window

sun ahead, sun around

reads: No once, No once in
pusrlcss Now.
Van turning last time off” highway, sun ahead sun around and §
: 3 and in
window, does not read.

Van farthest south motionless in shadow, pointing north, read
, reads

last words: Said nohow on.#

*At the next stop, the van driver calls out for “folks Benson and Goodwin.” The
Benson couple and the single Goodwin, sitting forward in the van, identify themselves
as “Two Benson and one Goodwin.” It takes the drivera very long time to find their
papers. While he is searching, three women, now; leave the van, find a working bath-
room, and return to the van

Now each time the van stops, it Stops with the sun coming in what was ic west
window but is now the east window, preparing to turn right and head south into the
sun again. Now she has grown used to waiting with the sunon her face and on the page
and watching the asphalt outside and the other passengers inside until the van turns
and goes on south
tNear the end of the book, she reads: “No once. No once in pastless now,” and JUIS[
now the van passes a cemetery near the airport and she sees many white stoncangets,
their wings raised. :
*By the time she reaches the end of her trip south, the southernmost P‘ll'"; 7 l:: ;::?:
route, from which it will head north again, she has l3|\i§hcd the hou'k, \; hic }lsr:s h
Although she has liked many of the words that came in between, its last words, =<

! A T - said on.”
nohow on,” say as little to her as its first, “On, Say on. Be sal



